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State of Wisconsin
 

INFORMATION AND GUIDANCE MEMO

10-01-03

DATE:
October 3, 2003

TO:
County Emergency Management Directors

FROM:
Edward J. Gleason


Administrator

SUBJECT:
2003 WINTER AWARENESS WEEK
Governor Jim Doyle has declared November 3 – 7, 2003 as Winter Awareness Week for the State of Wisconsin.  While winter weather offers a number of outdoor opportunities, it also poses a threat to the health and welfare of our citizens.  While everyone in Wisconsin knows that winter is coming, Winter Awareness Week is intended to remind them to prepare for its onset.

During winter, the most obvious threat to everyone is the extreme cold and wind that can occur from November to April.  Exposed skin can freeze within seconds during such periods.  Aside from the cold, driving on snow and ice covered roads contributes to many automobile accidents during the winter months.  Every year, people suffer heart attacks from overexerting themselves while shoveling snow or other strenuous activity.

Being prepared and using common sense can go a long way in ensuring winter health and safety.  Before it snows and temperatures fall, service your furnace to ensure proper operation.  Be sure to prepare your automobile for colder weather, making sure that the tires are in good winter driving condition.  If you are planning outdoor activities, make sure you listen to weather forecasts so you dress accordingly and determine an appropriate level of activity.

The National Weather Service and Wisconsin Emergency Management jointly sponsor Winter Awareness Week and ask the county emergency managers to promote this effort.  If you have any questions regarding Winter Awareness Week, please contact your Regional Emergency Management Director.
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