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INFORMATION & GUIDANCE MEMO


12-01-03

DATE:
December 8, 2003
TO:
County Emergency Management Directors

FROM:
Edward J. Gleason


Administrator

SUBJECT:
CITIZEN CORPS PUBLIC AWARENESS MATERIALS
As part of the 2002 Supplemental grant, we are providing to you outreach and general public awareness materials on the Citizen Corps Program.  Additional information can be found on the Citizen Corps Website http://www.citizencorps.gov   We are enclosing for your use the book “Are You Ready? A Guide to Citizen Preparedness”.  This guide was development by the Federal Emergency Management Agency and has articles that you may want to include in public awareness or outreach campaigns in your community.  A few preparedness articles include:  “Why Prepare for a Disaster”; “Disaster Supplies Kit”; “Natural Hazards” and “Technological & Man Made Hazards” along with many others.  Also enclosed for your information is the Division’s Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) Training brochure.
The Citizen Corps Program is comprised of the following programs:
· Neighborhood Watch Program (NWP) – An expanded NWP incorporates terrorism awareness and education into its existing crime prevention mission and serves as a way to bring residents together to focus on disaster preparedness and training.

· Volunteers in Police Service (VIPS) – Provides support for resource-constrained police departments by incorporating civilian volunteers so that law enforcement professionals have more time for frontline duty.

· Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) – The CERT program trains people in neighborhoods, the workplace and schools in basic disaster response skills, such as fire suppression, urban search and rescue and medical operations, and helps them take a more active role in emergency preparedness.
· The Medical Reserve Corps (MRC) – Coordinates volunteer health professionals, as well as other citizens with an interest in health issues, to provide ongoing support for community public health needs and resources during large-scale emergencies, such as assisting emergency response teams, providing care to victims with less serious injuries, and removing other burdens that inhibit the effectiveness of physicians and nurses.

The Citizen Corps Program provides necessary resources for states and local communities to bring together the appropriate leadership to form and sustain a Citizen Corps Council and develop and implement a plan for the community to engage all citizens in homeland security, community preparedness and family safety.
We hope the enclosed materials are helpful in your public awareness efforts.

Distribution:

MG Albert Wilkening, TAG

Attachments:
Community Emergency Response Team Training Brochure
Are You Ready?  A Guide to Citizen Preparedness
Previous Information & Guidance Memo:  11-01-03, Wisconsin Emergency Management Weapons of Mass Destruction Exercise Grant Application and Procedure
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