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INFORMATION & GUIDANCE MEMO


02-02-05
DATE:
February 9, 2005
TO:
County Emergency Management Directors

FROM:
Johnnie L. Smith


Administrator

SUBJECT:
2005 TORNADO & SEVERE WEATHER AWARENESS WEEK AND 
SPRING FLOOD OUTLOOKS

Every year Wisconsin Emergency Management (WEM) and the National Weather Service (NWS) sponsor Tornado and Severe Weather Awareness Week.  This year the campaign is scheduled for the week of April 18 through 22, 2005.  It is conducted to ensure our citizens are aware of the threat posed by severe weather and to promote public safety in the event it occurs.  Additional information will be sent to the media and schools in the upcoming weeks concerning Tornado and Severe Weather Awareness Week.

The severe weather season in Wisconsin was extremely active last year.  The state experienced 36 confirmed tornadoes in 2004 (the average is 21).  The heavier than usual rainfall in May combined with the tornados and severe thunderstorms in the late spring resulted presidential declaration FEMA-1526.  This declaration included 44 counties being declared for individual assistance and 17 for public assistance.

In conjunction with Tornado and Severe Weather Awareness Week, a statewide Tornado

Drill will be conducted on April 21, 2005.  This year, the drill will be conducted in the same format as last year’s drill.  The mock tornado watch will be declared for the entire state at 1:00 p.m.  The mock tornado warnings will be staggered throughout the state at designated times by specific NWS offices.  The time each county will receive their notification will depend upon when the NWS office serving their area is scheduled to issue their warning(s).  The actual times that the counties will get their warnings will be posted on the Wisconsin Emergency Management website at:

http://emergencymanagement.wi.gov
This format is more realistic in that tornado warnings are issued for no more than a few counties at a time as opposed to the entire state getting the warning at the same time.  This format alleviates past problems with the backup system being overloaded with too many warnings going through the system at one time.  

This year the Spring Flood Outlooks will consist of two reports issued on February 25, 2005 and March 11, 2005.  Both Spring Flood and Water Resources Outlooks will be in a narrative and numerical format.  The Spring Flood and Water Resources Outlooks can be found on the internet at:  

http://www.crh.noaa.gov/cgi-bin/ahps.cgi?mkx&text
Additional information will be sent to local governments, schools and media in the upcoming weeks.  If you have any questions on Tornado and Severe Weather Awareness Week, please contact your Regional Director. 
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* Previous Information &Guidance Memo 02-01-05, National Incident Management System (NIMS) / Incident Command System (ICS) Training
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