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INFORMATION & GUIDANCE MEMO


10-01-07
DATE:
October 15, 2007
TO:
County Emergency Management Directors

FROM:
Johnnie L. Smith, Administrator

Wisconsin Emergency Management
SUBJECT:
2007 WINTER AWARENESS WEEK
Governor Jim Doyle has declared November 12-16, 2007 as Winter Awareness Week for the State of Wisconsin.  The annual campaign is sponsored by Wisconsin Emergency Management (WEM) and the National Weather Service and is to remind the public to prepare for the onset of winter.  
Last February, a large winter storm system affected much of the state with some areas receiving up to twice their expected monthly snow total in just two days.  On February 24, snow accompanied by high winds in southern and southwestern Wisconsin resulted in blizzard conditions throughout the area for most of the night.
Other winter weather highlights for the 2006-2007 Winter Season include:

· The coldest temperature in the winter of 2006-07 was -35 at Gurney (Iron Co.) on February 6 and 7, 2007.   
· Upson (Iron Co.) had the most snow with 175.8 inches, while Menomonie (Dunn Co.) had the least with 29.0 inches. 

· Wisconsin’s all-time lowest temperature is -55 F on Feb. 2 & 4, 1996 near Couderay (Sawyer Co.).  Readings of -30 F or colder have been recorded in every month from November through April.  
· Average annual snowfall ranges from 35 to 40 inches near the Illinois border to 150 to 165 inches in the Iron County snow-belt from Gurney to Hurley. 
During winter, the most obvious threat to everyone is the cold and wind that can occur from November to April.  Frostbite and hypothermia occur when people are not properly dressed or prepared during periods of extreme cold and wind-chill.   Aside from the weather conditions, operating a motor vehicle can also become more hazardous during the winter months.  Traveling on snow and ice covered roads is a contributing factor to many automobile accidents during the winter months.   Some winter driving facts from the Wisconsin Department of Transportation are:
· Typically there are around 17,000 vehicle accidents in Wisconsin during winter months when roads are covered with ice, snow or slush.

· On average in Wisconsin, about 75 people are killed and 7,000 people are injured each winter season in accidents when roads are ice, snow or slush covered.  

· The latest road conditions are available by going to the Wisconsin Department of Transportation website at http://www.dot.wisconsin.gov or by calling toll free at 1-800-ROADWIS (762-3947).

A media packet with information on Wisconsin’s winter weather will be sent out the end of October.  Additional maps and information will also be available on the WEM website at http://emergencymanagement.wi.gov.   WEM encourages county and local emergency managers to promote this important campaign.    If you have any questions regarding Winter Awareness Week, please contact your Regional Emergency Management Director.
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