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December 19, 2008

TO:

County Emergency Management Directors

FROM:
Johnnie L. Smith



Administrator

SUBJECT:
GUIDANCE FOR THE 2009 EPCRA COMPUTER AND HAZMAT RESPONSE EQUIPMENT GRANT

The 2009 EPCRA Computer and Hazmat Response Equipment Grant remains fundamentally the same

as the 2008 grant.  However, the 2008 grant award total was greater than the $468,000 allocated annually.

Since a portion of the 2009 grant allocation of $468,000 must be used to cover the amount

exceeded in 2008, the 2009 allocation will be reduced.  There is no carryover money available

for the EPCRA Computer & Hazmat Equipment Grant during this two-year period.  

For 2009 and the future, it is expected that funds requested will continue to exceed the dollars available

and not all requests can be approved.  To assist counties in applying for funding, WEM has listed

equipment by three priority categories.  These are general guidelines and exceptions may be made

based on the justification provided.  

The deadline for submission of the 2009 EPCRA Computer and Hazmat Response Equipment grant

application is February 4, 2009.  If your county will not be able to submit the completed grant forms

by this date, you must request an extension of the deadline in writing by February 4, 2009, to remain

eligible for the 2009 EPCRA Computer and Hazmat Response Equipment Grant.  The extension

request must include the dollar amount that will be requested in the grant application, which should be

broken down by two categories which are computer and hazmat response equipment.

Grant awards will be determined based on all grant applications and grant extensions that are received

by the submission deadline of February 4, 2009.  Grant applications submitted after the deadline and

for which an extension requests was not received will only be considered f sufficient funding is

available.

Other items of interest for 2009 include:

1. The 80% - 20% match remains in place.

2. In-Kind costs can be used as the county portion of the match.  However, computer related in-kind costs must be used to match computer equipment and hazmat related in-kind costs must be used to match the hazmat response equipment.   All in-kind costs must meet the appropriate definition in the grant procedures.

3. Only those counties with established/designated county wide hazmat response teams are eligible for hazmat response equipment.

4. The four-year computer grant cycle remains in place.  This is the second year of the four-year computer equipment grant cycle.  Any ear in which the state match request exceeds $2,000 will county as the one year in which matching costs up to $6,000 may be eligible.

As in previous years, requests for final reimbursement can be submitted once all the computer and/or hazardous materials response equipment has been purchased.  If both computer and hazardous materials response equipment are purchased, two requests for final reimbursement can be made.  One request when all computer equipment has been purchased and another when all hazmat equipment has been purchased.  

If you have any questions regarding this grant, please contact your Regional Director or the Sharon Billings, EPCRA Planning Specialist at 608-242-3224 or via email at Sharon.edwardsbillings@wisconsin.gov.
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