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INFORMATION & GUIDANCE MEMO


02-01-08
DATE:
February 1, 2008
TO:
COUNTY EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT DIRECTORS

FROM:
JOHNNIE L. SMITH, ADMINISTRATOR

WISCONSIN EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
SUBJECT:
2008 TORNADO & SEVERE WEATHER AWARENESS WEEK 
Every year Wisconsin Emergency Management (WEM) and the National Weather Service (NWS) sponsor Tornado and Severe Weather Awareness Week in Wisconsin.  The campaign is scheduled for the week of April 21 through 25, 2008 this year.  The focus of this campaign is to heighten awareness of severe weather in Wisconsin and to promote proper safety precautions to take when it occurs within the state.  Increased public participation and preparedness can minimize the impact of tornadoes and other severe weather events that occur in Wisconsin.  Additional information will be sent to the media and schools in the weeks prior to Tornado and Severe Weather Awareness Week.

Wisconsin averages 21 tornadoes per year and experienced 18 confirmed tornadoes in 2007.   While we expect tornadoes during the spring and summer months, the outbreak of severe weather in southern Wisconsin on January 7, 2008 serves as a reminder that it can occur at any time.  In addition to tornadoes, Wisconsin is also susceptible to the hazards associated with severe thunderstorms such as high winds, flooding, lightning, and large hail.  Wisconsin experienced severe flooding in July and August of last year however Rock County experienced flooding in January of this year proving it is a constant threat, just as tornadoes are.  It is important that that governments, schools, businesses, and private citizens be aware of how to recognize when severe weather threatens them and what to do in the event of dangerous weather conditions.

This year, the National Weather Service will issue the Probabilistic Outlooks for spring Flooding on February 22, 2008 and March 7, 2008.  Additional outlooks will be issued on March 14, 2008 and March 28, 2007 only if there are significant changes from the earlier reports.  In addition to the outlooks, the National Weather Service provides information on weather warnings, 
predictions and safety precautions.  The National Weather Service website is:

http://www.crh.noaa.gov
The statewide Tornado Drill will be conducted on April 24, 2008.  As in the past several years, a mock tornado watch will be declared for the entire state at 1:00 pm.  The mock tornado warnings will be staggered throughout the state at designated times by specific NWS offices.  The time each county will receive their notification will depend upon when the NWS office serving their area is scheduled to issue their warning(s).  The actual times that the counties will get their warnings will be posted on the Wisconsin Emergency Management website at:


http://emergencymanagement.wi.gov
Additional information will be sent to local governments, schools and media in the upcoming weeks.  If you have any questions on Tornado and Severe Weather Awareness Week, please contact your Regional Director.
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