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SUBJECT:
SITUATION REPORT ON SEVERE STORMS/FLOODING #2

OVERVIEW – Over the past several days, severe thunderstorms and heavy rains have affected southern Wisconsin causing widespread flooding across the region.  Since Friday, the National Weather Service issued more than 150 weather watches and warnings to District 1 State Patrol.  Heavy rains have caused several rivers and creeks to go over the banks.  Numerous roads have been closed due to floodwaters and some homes throughout the area are reporting backed-up sewers and minor basement flooding. 

In addition, one tornado touched down Sunday morning in Manitowoc County and two tornadoes touched down Sunday evening, one near Deforest and one near Columbus.  None of the tornadoes caused major damage.  Weather forecasters expect additional storms to move across the region tonight possibly bringing up to an additional inch of rainfall.  This rainfall should be followed by several days of drier weather before a new system comes into the area on Thursday.  

Wisconsin Emergency Management has been in contact with county emergency management over the weekend.  At this time, local officials are able to handle the situation and there is no request for state assistance, however, WEM will continue to monitor events.  WEM has also requested county emergency management directors to submit a Uniform Disaster Situation Report today that contains estimates on the number of homes, roads and other infrastructure impacted by the weekend storms.

The following locations appear to be the hardest hit so far as a result of heavy rains and storms:

Kenosha County – Over the weekend, Kenosha County declared a State of Emergency in response to the heavy rains and flooding.  Kenosha County made an emergency purchase of 5,000 sandbags on Saturday.  Crews from the county jail have been filling sandbags.  Kenosha County has directed municipalities to pick-up sandbags from the county and then distribute them to their residents as needed.  Residents are also able to pick up sandbags at the gravel pit where they are being filled.  The communities that seem to be most affected are Salem, Silver Lake, Paddock Lake, Wheatland, Somers, Twin Lakes, Randall, and Pleasant Prairie.  Several county highways continue to be closed, but the situation is improving. 

The American Red Cross is providing housing for 18 families displaced by the floodwater.  Residents are from the Fox River area in Wheatland and Silver Lake and a trailer park located in Somers that lies along the Kilbourn Ditch, a tributary to the DesPlaines River in Kenosha.   

The Fox River is expected to crest on Tuesday.  Although the river appears to be leveling off, officials are concerned that if the river does rise another 4” to 5”, they might have to evacuate 40-50 homes in the Silver Lake area.  

Fond du Lac County – Officials in Fond du Lac County declared a State of Emergency as a result of flooding.  The Fond du Lac River has not dropped below the 7.6 foot mark in the last 14 hours.  Emergency officials are monitoring the situation and public health staff is fielding flood/sewer water cleanup questions.  The Red Cross is also on standby.  County highway crews are repairing roads that were damaged.   

Creek levels in North Fond du Lac have dropped but local officials say any additional rainfall could cause the floodwaters to flow again.  This weekend, emergency crews were concerned about a large trailer court in North Fond du Lac that was threatened by the flooding.  Fortunately, last night’s rains were less than forecasted and it eased the need to evacuate residents. 

The City of Fond du Lac is leaving sandbags that were place along the river for the rest of the week.  The high waters of Fond du Lac River were threatening the downtown area.  Officials say they have stopped pumping storm sewers but water usage restrictions still remain.

The Rock River in the City of Waupun continues to spill over.  Some streets are closed and barricaded.  The county park and golf course remain underwater.

Manitowoc County – A storm system Sunday morning produced a tornado 3 miles east of Reedsville.  The tornado and strong winds downed trees and power lines.  A barn roof was blown off.  

Sheboygan County – Report some problems with lowland flooding but they have not had reports of significant property damage. 
Green Lake County – No reports of flood damage but county officials are closely watching the Fox River at Berlin.  The National Weather Service indicates that it may rise above flood stage on Tuesday. 

 

Brown County – Brown County Emergency Management officials report flooding along the East River but they have not had any reports of residents impacted.  They have had some sewer backups but believe that is attributed to the heavy rains.  In addition, some roads have been flooded.

Dodge County – Officials had problems opening the Neosho Dam.  Wisconsin DNR worked with Dodge County officials to assist them in opening the dam to ease pressure and the runoff primarily affected area marsh and farm fields. 

Crawford County – Recent rains caused mudslides on roadways over the weekend.  On Saturday, a stretch of Highway 35 was shutdown after rock and mudslides forced the road closure.  The road is now open.  Officials estimate flooding has impacted five homes. 

Vernon County – Rains have caused damage to roads and some homes.
Grant County – Severe storms caused flash flooding on Sunday in the northwestern corner of Grant County impacting communities such as Patch Grove, Werley, Bagley and Wyalusing.  Several county roads were covered with water and were closed.

Richland County – Some road washouts and two homes reporting some water damage.
 

Rock County - Over the weekend, the heavy rains threatened a privately owned dam, the Stebbinsville Dam in Porter Township.  Officials say the water flowed to area fields and did not threaten any homes.  

Other Flooding – Other counties that are experiencing some minor flooding which may include road washouts, residential basement flooding and sewer backups include Dane, Calumet, Winnebago, Iowa, Sauk, Waukesha, Jefferson, Walworth, Ozaukee, Racine, Milwaukee, La Crosse, Trempealeau, Monroe, Jackson, Kewaunee and Marquette Counties.

Additional Flooding Threats - Flood Warnings from the National Weather Service remain in effect for the following rivers:

Fox River in the Waukesha area

Fox River at Burlington

Baraboo River in the Rock Springs area

South Branch Rock River near Waupun

Cedar Creek at Cedarburg

Sheboygan River in the Sheboygan area

Rock River in Jefferson

Kickapoo River at Viola, Soldiers Grove, Gays Mills and Steuben.
Other State Agencies – Wisconsin Department of Transportation and Department of Natural Resources (DNR) have been working with local governments with the road closures and problems with dams.  DNR also responded to two oil spills in Lacrosse and Racine Counties that were related to the flooding problems.

For further information, please contact Wisconsin Emergency Management at 

608-242-3232.
