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SUBJECT:
SITUATION REPORT ON NORTHERN WISCONSIN FLOODING - Report #2

OVERVIEW – Emergency crews in Langlade and Marinette Counties continue to monitor flooding with limited activation of their county emergency operations centers.  Cooler temperatures and sunshine helped floodwaters recede on Monday and local officials expect the water to continue to drop.  On Monday, Wisconsin Emergency Management (WEM) Administrator Ed Gleason, Major General Al Wilkening of the Wisconsin National Guard, and staff from Governor Doyle’s office flew to Antigo in Langlade County to view flood damage and to meet with local officials.  Yesterday, Governor Doyle declared a State of Emergency for Langlade County to direct state agencies to assist in the flood response and recovery operations.
WISCONSIN EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT - Wisconsin Emergency Management remains in contact with county emergency management directors in the impacted areas.  WEM Regional Directors Rhonda Reynolds and Dan Dahlke were in Langlade County on Monday to provide support.  In addition, WEM continues to work with other state agencies including Department of Military Affairs, Department of Transportation, Wisconsin State Patrol, Department of Natural Resources, Department of Health and Family Services, Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection, WHEDA, and Department of Corrections in providing assistance.

Langlade County – Some residents that were evacuated on Sunday in Antigo have begun to return to their homes as floodwaters recede.  Officials estimated that 40-50 people were evacuated along with a dozen businesses.  Local utilities are working with emergency officials as residents are allowed back into their homes and businesses.

Department of Natural Resources is also working with local public works officials in making sure the water is safe and there is no damage to local sewer systems.  In addition, many roads that were closed due to floodwaters are now open including Highway 45.

Last night, the Wisconsin National Guard demobilized their operation.  On Sunday, Governor Doyle authorized 30 National Guard soldiers to assist with perimeter security, evacuations, and sandbagging in Antigo.  The Guard, which also provided heavy trucks and Humvees, proved to be a valuable and well appreciated resource by the community.

The American Red Cross has closed their shelters and is working with the Salvation Army in providing assistance to residents that are still displaced from their homes.  Schools have reopened today.

Local emergency management officials are conducting damage assessments.

Marinette County - Marinette County officials report that most roads there were closed due to flooding are now open.  The floodwaters caused damage to many roads and culverts.  In addition, there are about a dozen scattered throughout the county that were flooded.  Most residents that were evacuated are now back in their homes.  Local emergency management officials are conducting damage assessments.

Other Counties  - Sporadic flooding continues in nine northeastern Wisconsin counties.  However, cooler temperatures and sunshine have helped reduce some of the flooding.  The National Weather Service has issued a Hazardous Weather Outlook for portions of north central and northeast Wisconsin, as river flooding will remain a significant concern for the next five days.

River flood warnings continue for the Embarrass River in portions of Shawano and Waupaca Counties, the Oconto River near Oconto, and the Peshtigo River in Marinette County.  In addition, a flood watch has been issued for the Wolf River in Outagamie and Waupaca Counties.

For additional information, contact Wisconsin Emergency Management at 608-242-3232.
