State of Wisconsin

\
Department of Military Affairs

Wisconsin Emergency Management

2400 Wright St

P.O. Box 7865

Madison, WI 53707-7865

Telephone (608) 242-3232

Facsimile (608) 242-3247

24-Hour Emergency Hotline: 1-800-943-0003

[image: image1.png]



DATE:
May 25, 2004
TO:

Governor Jim Doyle

Wisconsin Congressional Delegation



State Legislators

FROM:
Edward J. Gleason



Administrator

SUBJECT:
SITUATION REPORT ON SEVERE STORMS/FLOODING #3

OVERVIEW – Wisconsin Emergency Management (WEM) continues to monitor flooding that has been occurring over most of southern Wisconsin since late last week.  The drier weather in the last 24-hours have helped floodwaters to recede.  The weather forecast for the next few days shows continued dry conditions, which will continue to help improve the situation.  There are no pending requests for state assistance.  Local units of government have worked tirelessly to meet their citizens’ needs.

At this point, we are still collecting data to ascertain if any of these losses support a request for federal disaster assistance.  The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) has established thresholds for determining whether a situation is beyond state and local capabilities and if it would qualify for a Presidential Disaster Declaration for Public Assistance.  A situation is considered beyond the state’s capabilities if it has incurred $1.11 per capita in losses in Public Assistance (i.e., damage to roads, streets, bridges, public buildings, publicly owned utilities, water control facilities, debris clearance costs and the cost of emergency protective measures) or about $5.9 million. Thus far for the present flooding event, based on preliminary reports from the counties, we have about $3.5 million in losses.   

This threshold applies regardless if one or several counties are involved.  To determine if a situation is beyond county capabilities, the county must have incurred $2.77 per capita in Public Assistance losses.  We are refining those figures and making sure they accurately reflect the situation.

In terms of private sector losses there are no thresholds, but FEMA looks at impacts.  They look at how many homes have been destroyed or incurred major damage (first floor flooding), how many people are out of their homes and for how long, is there a disruption of essential services, are businesses not operating as a result of the disaster and so on.  Generally, in and of itself, basement flooding and sewer back-up are not viewed as major damage.  For this flooding event, initial reports from the counties indicate that the majority of home damage is as a result of basement flooding.
Road Damage - The flooding has caused considerable road damage in many communities.  Some roads are eligible under federal and state flood damage aid programs.  Local municipalities with road damage caused by the recent flooding should contact their Department of Transportation (DOT) District Office to determine what roads would be eligible for assistance.  

Agricultural Losses - County U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) offices are assessing agricultural losses and will submit them to the State USDA office.  The State USDA office will summarize them and determine if any would qualify for a USDA Administrator’s Designation for Physical Losses.  Such a designation would make low-interest loans available to qualifying farmers so they could prepare their fields for replanting by repairing washouts or eroded soil and buying new seed and fertilizer, among other things.  
Columbia County - Water levels have receded on the Crawfish River in Columbia County relieving the pressure on the dams at Fall River and Columbus.  According to Columbia County Emergency Management, there is no longer a threat of dam failure at the Udey Dam in Columbus and the Fall River Dam in Fall River.  Dam experts with the Department of Natural Resources were on the scene providing assistance.  Last night, public works crews were able to remove some of the debris from the Udey Dam and cut out several gate boards.  This allowed the water to flow downstream.  It did cause flooding in a small section of a residential area.  Local officials did issue a voluntary evacuation of 129 homes in the Columbus area.  The Red Cross opened a shelter but most displaced people stayed with family/friends.  As a precaution, an assisted living facility with 39 residents was evacuated overnight.  They were expected to return 

today.  The Fall River Dam is holding and water continues to drop. 

The STH 60/16 bridge in Columbus will be closed 7-10 days waiting for the water to drop to permit DOT inspectors to examine any potential damage to the bridge.  

Kenosha County – Kenosha County Emergency Management reports that the Fox River appears to be receding.  Some of the 18 evacuated families were to start returning to their homes today.  A “No Wake Rule” is enforced on most of the lakes in Kenosha County.  

Ozaukee County – Ozaukee County Emergency Management officials received a report of some first floor flooding in homes in Thiensville.  The Mequon Fire Department had to evacuate one family by boat.  Some streets in Mequon and Thiensville area are closed.  Local officials are still receiving requests for sandbags.  

Milwaukee County –There is localized flooding in Glendale from the Milwaukee River.  Officials have received numerous calls about sewer back-ups in basements.

Fond du Lac County – Officials in Fond du Lac County continue to monitor flooding in the area.  The Rock River and the Fond du Lac Rivers appear to be dropping.  Both Oakfield and Brandon have had problems with their wastewater treatment plants.  In Oakfield, the plant sustained damage from a lightning strike, which caused electrical and pump problems.  The Brandon plant lost two main pumps. 

Green Lake County – The City of Berlin has started to place sandbags along the Fox River.  Officials expect the river to crest at 13.7 feet on Thursday, which is above flood stage.  In addition, the floodgates of Green Lake are also open.  

Calumet County - Calumet County Emergency Management officials report that Sherwood Waste Water had to release raw sewage to prevent damage to the treatment plant.  In Stockbridge, approximately 30 homes had basement flooding.  The fire department spent seven hours pumping water at the wastewater treatment plant. 

Kewaunee County - The Kewaunee River washed over a small bridge on County E prompting traffic to be rerouted.  A nearby campground was also experiencing some flooding but the water appears to be receding. 

Additional Flooding Threats - Flood Warnings from the National Weather Service remain in effect for the following rivers:

Fox River in the Waukesha area

Fox River in New Munster area

Baraboo River in the Baraboo area

South Branch Rock River near Waupun

Milwaukee River in the Cedarburg area

Rock River in Jefferson

Kickapoo River at Viola, Soldiers Grove, Gays Mills and Steuben

Sugar River in Brodhead area (Green County)

Crawfish River in Milford Area (Jefferson County)

Fox River in the Berlin area (Green Lake County)

Root River Canal in the Raymond area (Racine County)

Rock River in the Afton area (Rock County)

Other State Agencies - Department of Health and Family Services continues to work with local public health departments in providing information on flood cleanup.  In addition, the Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection has issued a press release for advising flood victims to be cautious when hiring contractors to help cleanup the flood waters.

For further information, please contact Wisconsin Emergency Management at 

608-242-3232.

