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SITUATION REPORT ON SEVERE STORMS/FLOODING #4

OVERVIEW – Wisconsin Emergency Management (WEM) continues to work with local and state agencies in gathering damage assessments and monitoring flooding.  The drier weather has helped the flood waters recede in many locations and crews are able to assess damages to roads and bridges.  According to officials with the Department of Natural Resources, they have not had any new reports of potential dam failures and all dams seem to be holding as water continues to recede.  This morning, WEM held a conference call with various state agencies to help coordinate relief efforts.

Disaster Aid - At this point, overall damage estimates to the public section (roads, bridges, etc.) is approximately $3.6 million, although the total impact will not be determined until waters recede.  Although we are unsure whether we will qualify for federal disaster assistance, there may be help available with Community Development Block Grants.

The State of Wisconsin Department of Commerce, Bureau of Housing (BOH) has Community Development Block Grant funds available for the Emergency Assistance Program (CDBG-EAP).  This program is designed to assist low-to-moderate income (LMI) homeowners repair their homes after a disaster.  The recent flooding in many areas of the state would qualify.

Any city, village, town or county with a population of less than 50,000 is eligible to apply to the Bureau of Housing for a CDBG-EAP grant.  Application must be made to BOH within 90 days of the disaster and must include a count of the houses occupied by LMI households that were damaged by the disaster and an estimate of the cost of the repair of that damage.  Once the CDBG-EAP has been awarded to the municipality, grants are made to qualified LMI homeowners for the cost of repairs to restore the home to 

pre-disaster condition.  Reimbursements may also be made for the documented cost of repairs necessitated by the disaster that the homeowner did on their own.  

For additional information, please call Caryn Stone at 608/267-3682 or by email at cstone@commerce.state.wi.us .  For those with Internet access, visit the website at http://commerce.wi.gov/housing and follow the links to the CDBG-EAP Program.

Road Damage – Local municipalities with road damage caused by the flooding and storms should contact their County Highway Commission or local Department of Transportation District Office to find out if they would qualify for assistance.  Some of the estimated damage reports include estimates to roads on the federal-aid highway system.  These roads are repaired using a DOT sum-sufficient account if the federal-aid road is damaged due to flooding, such that vehicles cannot get through.  As mentioned, many of the damage reports do include road damage covered under this program.

Columbia County – New flooding is occurring along the Fox River, North of Portage.  Columbia County Emergency Management officials report that this flooding is impacting about 10 families.  The Fox River is expected to drop later today which should improve the situation.  Both the Wisconsin and Baraboo Rivers continue to rise but fortunately, the floodwaters are mainly in lowland areas and are not threatening homes.  Officials also report that most of the 139 families that voluntarily evacuated Monday night as a result of flooding in Columbus are now back in their homes.  The bridge at STH 60/16 will remain closed for approximately 7-10 days until the water recedes so the bridge can be inspected.  

Kenosha County - The Fox River and some of the spring-fed lakes continue to drop.  However, Kenosha County officials report there is still extensive flooding and several homes that are not yet accessible.  Many roads also remain closed due to floodwaters.

Fond du Lac County – Fond du Lac County officials continue to compile damage estimates.  Local officials have been surprised that many of the homes impacted by the flooding are not located in the flood plain or had never had flooding problems in the past.  Most do not have flood insurance to cover losses.

Additional Flooding Threats - Flood Warnings from the National Weather Service remain in effect for the following rivers:

Fox River in the Waukesha area

Fox River in New Munster area

Baraboo River in the Baraboo area

Milwaukee River in the Cedarburg area

Rock River in Jefferson

Kickapoo River at Viola, Soldiers Grove, Gays Mills and Steuben

Fox River in the Berlin area (Green Lake County)

Rock River in the Afton area (Rock County)

Boating Restrictions – Many counties have ordered “No Wake” rules on lakes and rivers in the flooded areas.  The Department of Natural Resources is also encouraging boaters this upcoming Memorial Day weekend to respect residents that live along these lakes and slow down.  The swollen rivers and lakes increase the chances of shoreline property and structures will be damaged by boat wakes washing higher than normal onto shore.  

Preventing Damages - The flooding many communities have experienced in the last week could have been worse, if not for implementing many hazard mitigation projects.  In the last few years, Wisconsin Emergency Management has assisted several counties and communities with mitigation projects to lessen the impacts of flooding.  Jefferson and Kenosha Counties, as well as the Village of North Fond du Lac have implemented buyout programs in flood prone areas utilizing funds through the Hazard Mitigation Grant and the Flood Mitigation Assistance Programs both administered by WEM.  Jefferson and Kenosha Counties have been implementing buyout programs since the 1993 Midwest Floods.  Jefferson County has received $1,575,239 to acquire and demolish structures located on Blackhawk Island.  Kenosha County has received $2,320,132 to acquire and demolished homes along the Fox River.  In addition, the Village of North Fond du Lac has received $344,463 to acquire several homes along Mosher Creek.  These properties had received repetitive flood losses.  Through these programs property owners are now out of harm’s way and the land is left as open space.  In the future, WEM will be working on documenting the actual damages avoided by implementation of the mitigation measures.    
 

In addition, the Village of Thiensville and Kenosha County recently received pre-award notification of grants through the Pre-Disaster Mitigation Competitive Program in the amount of $2,308,620 and $396,400 respectively.  The project proposed for Thiensville, when completed, would have substantially reduced the flood losses incurred in that community this past week.  
For further information, please contact Wisconsin Emergency Management at 

608-242-3232.

