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SUBJECT:
SITUATION REPORT ON SEVERE STORMS/FLOODING #7

OVERVIEW – Several Wisconsin counties are reporting flash flooding and flood damage to roads and homes as a result of heavy rains in the last 24-hours.  Areas hit hard from the overnight storms include Columbia and Dodge Counties where up to nine inches of rain fell yesterday afternoon and evening causing flooding in several homes and businesses, road closures, and one dam failure.  Officials with the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) are in Wisconsin this week assessing damage from recent flooding and storms.

Village of Randolph - Emergency management officials report that an apartment complex and seven homes have been evacuated.  The American Red Cross is providing emergency housing.  In addition, over 250 homes and 15 businesses are reporting basement or first floor flooding.  The Red Cross, Salvation Army and local churches are providing assistance and meals to flood victims and emergency personnel.  The Red Cross has also provided generators and the community is working with surrounding fire and public works departments in obtaining needed pumps.

The command post is set up at the Randolph Police Department.  Wisconsin Emergency Management (WEM) has staff there working with local officials in the response and recovery efforts.  Several roads are closed due to the flooding.  This afternoon, teams with the FEMA and WEM will tour the flooded areas, assessing damage to both individuals and public infrastructure.  

Columbia County – Last night, heavy rains caused a dam in Cambria to fail, washing out Highway 146.  Dam safety officials with the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) have been on the scene and are evaluating other area dams.  DNR has requested local law enforcement close the road near the Cambria Dam and have an officer assigned to the immediate area due to safety concerns.  In addition, WEM is providing Columbia County with 5,000 sandbags.

Other Counties – WEM has asked county emergency management directors to send an updated Uniform Disaster Situation Report today to notify the state of any additional damage caused by the recent rains.  

FEMA/WEM Preliminary Damage Assessments – Damage assessment teams comprised of officials with FEMA, Small Business Administration, WI Department of Transportation and WEM are meeting with local officials and surveying damage caused by flooding and storms from the last few weeks.  The assessments began yesterday.  Teams will be looking at damage to individual homes and businesses in Columbia, Dodge, Jefferson and Kenosha Counties.  Teams are also looking at damage to public infrastructure (roads, bridges and dams) in Columbia, Crawford, Dodge, Fond du Lac, Grant, Kenosha, Ozaukee and Vernon Counties.  The assessments should be completed by Friday afternoon.  The information will be provided to WEM to determine the next step in potentially obtaining relief for these communities.

Agriculture Losses – The Wisconsin Farm Service Agency has submitted a request for federal assistance for 19 counties.  The Farm Loan Program would provide emergency physical loss loans to farmers impacted by the record rainfall and severe weather.  The counties named in the request are Brown, Buffalo, Calumet, Crawford, Fond du Lac, Grant, Kenosha, Lafayette, Manitowoc, Marquette, Monroe, Outagamie, Ozaukee, Racine, Shawano, Sheboygan, Trempealeau, Washington and Winnebago. 

For further information, contact Wisconsin Emergency Management at 608-242-3232.
