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SUBJECT:
SITUATION REPORT ON SEVERE STORMS/FLOODING #9

OVERVIEW – Several counties have reported flooding and additional storm damage this morning.  Wisconsin Emergency Management (WEM) has partially activated the State Emergency Operations Center (EOC).  Officials with Wisconsin Emergency Management, Department of Natural Resources, Wisconsin National Guard and Department of Health and Family Services have been staffing the EOC.  In addition, WEM has regional directors and WEM Administrator Ed Gleason is on the scene in the Fond du Lac and Randolph areas working with local emergency response officials. DNR Dam Safety Inspectors have been working closely with many communities around the state that are experiencing problems at dams.  At this time, there has been no request for state assistance.

Fond du Lac County – The city of Fond du Lac has declared a State of Emergency.  Crews continue to sandbag areas in the county.  An estimated 300 homes have been evacuated and there are many others threatened by floodwaters.  The American Red Cross has set up emergency shelters.  Most of the major roads in Fond du Lac County are now open.  The Fond du Lac County Emergency Operations Center was moved to the Fond du Lac Police Department due to flooding in the Fond du Lac County Courthouse. Organizers of the Walleye Weekend have cancelled events scheduled for today due to flooding at the Lakeside Park.  They plan to start the festival tomorrow at 8:00 a.m.

Columbia County – The Cambria Dam is currently unstable but holding.  

Dodge County – The city of Waupun has declared a State of Emergency.  Several roads are flooded and closed.  Local officials report 100 homes have water or sewer in basements. 

Village of Randolph – Local officials report 35-40 homes are still evacuated.

Winnebago County – Officials report extensive flooding occurring on the Southside of the city of Oshkosh.  According to Winnebago County Emergency Management, 200+ homes have reported basement flooding and 15-20 homes report collapsed basements. In addition, both West High School and Mercy Medical Center are also reporting flooding or are sandbagging.  Several roads are closed.  Other areas in Winnebago County reporting flooding and damage are Omro, Eureka and Winneconne.
Green Lake County – The Fox River in Berlin is threatening homes and roads. Floodwaters are also impacting the Princeton area.

Jefferson County – The Rock River is at 11.9 feet, which is up since last week’s level of 11.5 feet.  The National Weather Service is predicting the Rock River will crest next Thursday at 12.6 feet, that is higher than the 12.3 feet level during the 1993 floods.  Blackhawk Island remains evacuated.  Some evacuees have been out of their homes for two weeks.  Officials do not see relief in the immediate future.

Waushara County – State Highways 21 and 22 are closed because the Mill Pond is rising in Wautoma.  A bank, the WW2 Memorial, and a farm market may be affected if the Mill Pond continues to rise.

Adams County – Local officials are concerned about two dams located in the county.  The Easton Dam is stressed but officials have removed debris.  There could be over 100 homes threatened.  The Peppermill-McDougal Dam at the town of Jackson is also experiencing problems.  This dam could threaten approximately 20 homes.

Rock County – Rock County Emergency Management reports they are filling sandbags near Janesville in the Newville/Afton area.  Some homes are reporting basement flooding.  No roads are closed at this time.

Juneau County – Juneau County Emergency Management reports some local roads are closed due to floodwaters.

Other Counties – Several counties are reporting homes with basement flooding and road closures.  Wisconsin Emergency Management is working with county emergency management directors to get damage assessments.  

Road Closures – Road closures are reported on these major highways:


WIS 21
Waushara


WIS 28
Dodge


WIS 44
Winnebago


WIS 73
Dodge/Columbia


WIS 146
Columbia

FEMA/WEM Preliminary Damage Assessments – Governor Doyle has asked the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) today to extend the preliminary damage assessment which is underway to look at Dodge and Clark Counties and to re-asses flood damages in Columbia and Fond du Lac Counties following heavy rains in the last 48 hours.  The assessments are the first step in applying for federal disaster assistance.  Since Wednesday, teams made up of officials from FEMA, the Small Businesses Administration, Wisconsin Department of Transportation and Wisconsin Emergency Management have been assessing damage in Columbia, Crawford, Dodge, Fond du Lac, Grant, Jefferson, Kenosha, Ozaukee and Vernon Counties.  So far, teams have assessed damage in excess of $5 million to public infrastructure (road, bridges and dams).  Next week, teams will view new damage to homes and businesses in Dodge, Columbia and Fond du Lac Counties and to public infrastructure in Dodge, Clark, Columbia and Fond du Lac Counties.

For further information, contact Wisconsin Emergency Management at 608-242-3232.
