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SUBJECT:
SITUATION REPORT ON NORTHERN WISCONSIN FLOODING - Report #1

OVERVIEW – Rapid snowmelt and a series of heavy rain showers have caused flooding over portions of northern Wisconsin over the weekend.  The hardest hit areas are in Langlade and Marinette Counties.  Conditions did improve overnight as rains stopped and temperatures cooled into the mid 30’s thus limiting additional snow melt.  This morning, Governor Doyle has declared a state of Emergency for Langlade County.  Under Chapter 166 of the State of Wisconsin Statutes, the State of Emergency Declaration directs all state agencies to assist in the response and recovery of the emergency or disaster.  Governor Doyle has named Wisconsin Emergency Management to coordinate the state’s efforts.
WISCONSIN EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT - Wisconsin Emergency Management (WEM) has been in contact with county emergency management directors in the impacted areas.  WEM and the Wisconsin National Guard partially activated their emergency operation centers to monitor events.  In addition, WEM has provided 55,000 sandbags to Marinette and Langlade Counties.  WEM Administrator Ed Gleason and Major General Al Wilkening of the Wisconsin National Guard were scheduled to tour flooded areas and meet with local officials in Langlade County this morning.

WEM Regional Directors Rhonda Reynolds and Rob Rude were dispatched to Antigo on Sunday to assist in the response and recovery operations.  WEM has been in contact with other state agencies including Department of Military Affairs, Department of Transportation, Wisconsin State Patrol, Department of Natural Resources, and Department of Health and Family Services to provide assistance.
Langlade County – The flood warning for Langlade County has been extended until 6:00 p.m. tonight.  Significant flooding is still occurring near Spring Brook in the City of Antigo.  Local officials estimate about 40-50 people were evacuated along with about a dozen businesses because of flooding.  

Langlade County has activated its County Emergency Operations Center and has implemented the Incident Command System, which is working well.  On Sunday afternoon, about 30 Wisconsin National Guard members were activated to assist in providing perimeter security, sandbagging and helping with evacuations.  The Guard provided heavy trucks and Homes to assist in the operation.  They will demobilize at 8:00 p.m. tonight.

The American Red Cross opened shelters and three feeding station areas for residents and those fighting the flood.  Red Cross officials report that 11 people stayed overnight at a shelter at the Antigo High School while another shelter located at the East Elementary School housed emergency personnel called in from surrounding communities.  In addition, local schools are closed

Marinette County - Marinette County activated its County Emergency Operations Center on Sunday in response to flooding.  Marinette County officials report about 24 road closures.  In addition, there are about a dozen homes in the Porterfield and Wausaukee area that are flooded.  The American Red Cross has set up a shelter at the Town of Porterfield Town Hall.  In addition, the Peshtigo River in Marinette County is near the flood stage. 

Other Counties  - Flood warnings for Florence, Lincoln and Oconto Counties have been downgraded to flood advisories, which will be in effect until 6:00 p.m. tonight as some water is still covering portions of roads in these counties.  The flood advisory for Marathon County has been extended until tonight as River Road between Highway N and Bluejay Lane is closed due to high water.

River flood warnings continue for the Embarrass River in portions of Shawano and Waupaca Counties, the Oconto River near Oconto and the Eau Claire River in Marathon County.  In addition, several other rivers are above bankfull including the Prairie River near Merrill and the Wisconsin River near Rothschild.

For addition information, contact Wisconsin Emergency Management at 608‑242‑3232.
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