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SUBJECT:
SITUATION REPORT ON FLOODING #18
OVERVIEW
The National Weather Service has issued a flash flood watch for all of south central and southeastern Wisconsin through this evening.  Heavy rain is possible today and it may result in flash flooding 
The State Emergency Operations Center is operational from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.  Wisconsin Emergency Management has regional directors stationed in Vernon, LaCrosse, and Crawford Counties.  The state continues to coordinate with local and county officials. 
Current statewide damage estimates include 1,016 homes with minor damage, 277 with major damage, 39 homes destroyed (Total 1,332)

Damage amount estimated for individuals: $13 million

Damage amount estimated to public infrastructure & emergency response: $31 million.

These figures are preliminary and are expected to increase.

National Weather Service Update
Thunderstorms expected Thursday, Aug. 23.  Continue monitoring forecasts and be prepared to take action should flash flood warnings be issued.
REPORTS FROM COUNTIES

The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) will be conducting Preliminary Damage Assessments (PDA) in Crawford, Richland, Vernon, Sauk and La Crosse Counties beginning Tuesday.  
Sauk County (population 60,673)
Officials are reporting the Baraboo River is still receding.  They did not receive much rain overnight. 

County officials are reporting so far:

63 homes with basement flooding (minor damage)

2 homes with first flood flooding (major damage)

0 homes destroyed

65 Total Homes

$281,565 to Individuals

No reports of damage to businesses

$210,000 damage to Public Sector

La Crosse County (population 109,404) 
 County officials are reporting so far: 



450 homes with basement flooding (minor damage)



20 homes with first floor flooding (major damage)



6 homes destroyed



476 Total homes 



$1.3 Million to Individuals



2 Businesses damaged - $1 Million



$2 Million in damage to Public Sector
The hardest hit area in La Crosse County is the Town of Shelby.  The Wisconsin National Guard is providing debris removal and road repair operations in Shelby. The Department of Corrections has 5 (6 person) strike teams headed to Shelby for culvert debris removal.  The American Red Cross Reception Center at Central High School remains open where flood victims can pick up cleaning supplies.  Officials plan to hold a public meeting on Friday.   

Crawford County (population 17,060) 

Crawford County has nothing new to report overnight.

County officials are reporting so far:



100 homes with basement flooding (minor damage)



100 homes with first floor flooding (major damage)



25 homes destroyed



225 TOTAL HOMES



$4.8 Million to Individuals

$3.6 Million in Public Infrastructure
WI State Patrol has 4 troopers assisting in Crawford County.   Department of Corrections has two (6 person) strike teams assisting with debris and mud removal from buildings in Soldiers Grove.   The Wisconsin National Guard is providing debris removal and rod repair operations in Utica, Clayton, Steuben, Soldier’s Grove and Gays Mills.
Vernon County (population 29,188)
County officials are reporting so far:
200 homes with basement flooding (minor damage)

130 homes with first flood flooding (major damage)

6 homes destroyed

336 Total Homes

$4.7 Million to Individuals

$16.8 Million in Public Infrastructure
Vernon County has nothing new to report overnight.  WI State Patrol has 3 troopers assisting in Vernon County.  Three townships are still without power – Sterling, Franklin and Wheatland.  This has impacted about 1,800 individuals.  

Richland County (population 18,341)

Richland County reports water is rising again in Viola in Richland County.  Highways 131 and 56 are closed.  The Red Cross reports 4 people spent the night at the shelter. 

County officials are reporting so far:



123 homes with basement flooding (minor damage)



16 homes with first flood flooding (major damage)



2 homes destroyed



141 Total Homes



$1.8 Million to Individuals

5 Businesses are reporting major flood damage  - $550,000

$7.3 Million in Public Infrastructure

In addition to the five main counties (Crawford, Vernon, Richland, LaCrosse and Sauk Counties), the State Emergency Operations Center has received reports of minor damages from the following counties.

Columbia:  Nothing reported for private damages.  $6,000 in public damages.  Looks like most of the problems were in the Lodi area.  Not requesting any assistance.  

Dane:  31 homes with minor damages for $62,000.  $26,064 in public damages. Does not include costs for Stoughton or Sun Prairie.  Sandbag operations in Black Earth, Mazomanie, Oregon, and Stoughton.  Pumping operations in Stoughton, Monona, and Brooklyn.  8 homes evacuated.  Waters levels on the Madison lakes are rising from Monona down to Lake Waubesa.  No houses are affected, but they are sandbagging in Monona, McFarland, Middleton, and the Town of Dunn.  Highway Department is inspecting bridge on Highway Y north of Mazomanie.  

Green:  Several roads are closed and others covered with water, but passable. One road under construction received considerable damage.  Few downed trees.  Some sewer backup reported in New Glarus.  There are 20 homes in Albany that have sewer backup.  One home in Monroe has a collapsed basement wall.  The Village of Brooklyn is also reporting issues (exact issues unknown at this time.) Several homes along the Sugar River have requested sandbags that the Highway Department can provide.  

Iowa:  $10,000 in private damages and $44,000 in public damages.  Additional sandbags in place in Avoca.  8 residences with minor damage with estimated $10,000.
Kenosha:  Fox River is climbing.  Mobile homes along Hwy 50 evacuated.  Numerous roads covered with water.

Jefferson:  Minor flooding in low areas primarily farm land.  One road closed in Lake Mills.

Lafayette:  Pecatonica River is rising.  One road closed.
Racine:  Reporting 20 homes affected, 15 minor and 5 major.  There are substantial damages to the soybeans and sod farms with an estimated loss of $1 million.  Public damages are still being determined.
Rock:  Nothing reported for private damages. Public - $33,500.  Minor road damages.

Walworth County:  $19,500 in public costs for labor and equipment for ditch repair and signage.  
Road Closures 
The Wisconsin Department of Transportation notes there are many road closures throughout Wisconsin.  A recent closure was reported on Dane County Y north of Mazomanie and on WIS 11 east of WIS 89 in Walworth County.  Check WisDOT’s website at http://www.dot.wisconsin.gov/travel/flood.htm for updated information. 

REPORTS FROM STATE AGENCIES & VOLUNTEER GROUPS
Wisconsin National Guard – Wisconsin National Guard will be air-lifting three trailers containing large pumps to help relieve pressure on the Hidden Valley dam on the Kickapoo River.  

Approximately 60 Wisconsin National Guard personnel are supporting flood response operations. 
Department of Natural Resources – Dam safety – DNR is coordinating debris removal logistics with the Army Corps of Engineers, the Wisconsin National Guard, the Wisconsin Department of Corrections, and counties.  
Department of Corrections – DOC has 6-six person strike teams responding for debris removal to help clear dam spillways in Vernon County’s Osterm Dam and Eagles Park); 2-six person strike teams to help National Guard and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers at Hidden Valley (West Fork Kickapoo Dam #4).
DHFS/Public Health – Staff continues to work with local health departments in the five counties that are under a state of emergency.  Vernon, Crawford, and Richland Counties received additional sample kits to test private wells that have been flooded.  Tetanus vaccine has been re-supplied to Vernon and Crawford Counties where local supplies have been exhausted, treating people who have received puncture wounds from flood-related activities.  In Crawford County, approximately 15 private wells that were flooded had to be pumped to remove mud and silt that infiltrated well casings.  Approximately 1500-1800 residences remain without electricity in Vernon County.
As residents return to flooded homes care must be taken if generators are used to pump water from basements or run appliances.  The following basic recommendations are made with respect to generator safety:

· Do not use generators or other gas-powered equipment anywhere indoors or even near windows.

· Have a functioning carbon monoxide detector in the work area.

· Plug appliances into the generator; do not hook up the generator to the house (unless done by an electrician).

· Use cords of sufficient capacity to handle anticipated loads.

· Above all – be careful!  A significant number of deaths have occurred after hurricanes that were related to generator-related carbon monoxide poisoning.

Department of Transportation – WisDOT has inspected 150 bridges; four bridges are closed on State Highway 80 in Richland County; two bridges are closed on State Highway 60 in Richland County. Of the six bridges closed, three will require structural review/design to complete the repair. WisDOT plans to inspect bridges that were inaccessible or were on closed roads.  
Wisconsin State Patrol – No change – several strike forces are standing by for deployment.
Red Cross – Shelter Update

· Shelters are open at the Richland Center Middle School, the North Crawford High School and in Kenosha County at the Old Union Grove Elementary School.

· Reception Centers are open in La Crosse County at Central High School and Vernon County at Viroqua High School. Reception centers are open from 11am-9pm.  
· Two people were housed at the Tommy Thompson center in West Allis overnight as a result of flooding in southeastern Wisconsin.

