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SUBJECT:
SITUATION REPORT ON WINTER STORM #1

OVERVIEW – A major winter storm is impacting south-central and southeast Wisconsin today.  This will be a long duration event coupled with strong gusty winds and some thunder thrown in.  Blowing and drifting snow will compound the effects of the heavy snow.  Total new snow accumulations in excess of 12 inches will occur in the area southeast of a line from Dubuque, Iowa to Evansville to Jefferson to West Bend to Sheboygan.  15 to 18" is possible along and just north of the Interstate 43 line from Janesville to Waukesha and Milwaukee.  Total snow amounts will taper off to 10 inches in the Madison area, and 6 inches in Wisconsin Dells. 

The bulk of the snow will fall this morning, and gradually decrease from west to east this afternoon.  Occasional heavy snowfall rates of 1 inch or more per hour are likely through about 3 pm this afternoon in that area where a total of 12 inches or more are expected.  The winds will be out of the northeast gusting to between 25 and 35 mph.  This will generate blowing and drifting snow, especially in open areas.  Visibilities will drop to below 1/4 mile at times at the height of the storm, and west-east orientated roads will experience considerable drifting, perhaps 2 to 4 foot drifts. 

Potentially, some roads will become impassable.  Temperatures should hold in the mid to upper 20s today.

State Emergency Operations Center – The State Emergency Operations Center (EOC) was partially activated last night at 8:00 p.m. to monitor the winter storms.  Staff from Wisconsin Emergency Management, Wisconsin State Patrol, Wisconsin Department of Transportation, and the Wisconsin National Guard Joint Operations Center are in the EOC monitoring the weather and road conditions.  There has been no request from county and local emergency management offices for assistance.  Many communities have cancelled schools, issued snow emergencies and issued travel advisories.  The State EOC will remain operational throughout the morning commute.  Wisconsin Emergency Management will continue to monitor the storm throughout the day.
