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SUBJECT:
SITUATION REPORT ON WINTER STORM #4
OVERVIEW – The winter storm that has moved through southern Wisconsin has moved out of the state.  The heavy snow and strong winds produced near blizzard conditions throughout the day.  The blowing and drifting snow produced extremely poor driving conditions. Winds with gusts of up to 60 mph have dropped to below 10 mph. Travel during the night is strongly discouraged.  Snowfall totals ranged from 6 to 21 inches.  
State Emergency Operations Center – The State Emergency Operations Center (EOC) remains operational. This evening, Governor Doyle issued a State of Emergency for Rock and Dane Counties as emergency responders have been working on major back ups between Janesville and Madison along I-90.  The order calls to active duty elements of the Wisconsin National Guard as deemed necessary by Brigadier General Don Dunbar to assist authorities in the situation, and directs all state agencies to assist in the response efforts. 

 

Forty Wisconsin National Guard troops have been mobilized to assist stranded motorists and are delivering food and water to affected citizens.  The Department of Natural Resources have wardens on snowmobiles going to vehicles providing assistance.  The National Guard is using 15 Humvees and two 5-ton trucks to also assist.  In addition, the Guard has flown a Black Hawk helicopter over the back up areas to report conditions to emergency responders.  Around 11:00 p.m. they observed approximately 552 semis and 295 vehicles stranded or moving slowly along the interstate.   Dane and Rock counties are working to plow, salt and sand the roads. State Patrol, National Guard, and the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) are working with local fire departments, public works, and sheriffs’ departments to deliver food and water to stranded motorists. 
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