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EF3 
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EF4 
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EF5 
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EF4-EF5 



3/15/2012 

• Rate the tornado based on the 
highest EF-Scale rating for any 
Damage Indicator (DI) 

• Try to confirm with other 
damage indicators 

• Check surrounding non-
indicators for consistency 
– Does it make sense? 

• Be careful about getting too 
specific 
– Do we really know? 

Photo by Tim Marshall 

Photo by Jim LaDue 

Rating a Tornado (EF Scale) 
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FR12 DOD=10, EXP wind = 200 mph (EF4) 

TH DOD=3, EXP wind = 87 mph (EF1) 

No confirmation here.  Do not use this to rate.  

Non DI (bush), 
not damaged 

Photo used with permission by Tim Marshall 

Rating a Tornado (EF Scale) 
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Photo used with permission by Jim LaDue 

FR12 DOD=10, EXP wind = 200 mph (EF4) 

Confirmation present – Good example to use 

TH DOD=5, EXP wind = 131 mph (EF3+) 

Severe damage to 
non DI (tractor) 

Rating a Tornado (EF Scale) 
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The Big Picture 
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You Make the Call! 
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Mobile Home, Single Wide 
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Scale 

Wind speed 
(estimated) 

mph km/h 

EF0 65–85 105–137 

EF1 86–110 138–178 

EF2 111–135 179–218 

EF3 136–165 219–266 

EF4 166–200 267–322 

EF5 >200 >322 

August 19, 2011 
Wausaukee, WI 
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House-like Structures, Pine Trees 
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Scale 

Wind speed 
(estimated) 

mph km/h 

EF0 65–85 105–137 

EF1 86–110 138–178 

EF2 111–135 179–218 

EF3 136–165 219–266 

EF4 166–200 267–322 

EF5 >200 >322 
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June 7, 2007 
Near White Lake, WI 



3/15/2012 

1-2 Family Residence 
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Scale 

Wind speed 
(estimated) 

mph km/h 

EF0 65–85 105–137 

EF1 86–110 138–178 

EF2 111–135 179–218 

EF3 136–165 219–266 

EF4 166–200 267–322 

EF5 >200 >322 
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Mobile Home (single), Hardwood trees  
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Scale 

Wind speed 
(estimated) 

mph km/h 

EF0 65–85 105–137 

EF1 86–110 138–178 

EF2 111–135 179–218 

EF3 136–165 219–266 

EF4 166–200 267–322 

EF5 >200 >322 
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1-2 Family Residence 
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Scale 

Wind speed 
(estimated) 

mph km/h 

EF0 65–85 105–137 

EF1 86–110 138–178 

EF2 111–135 179–218 

EF3 136–165 219–266 

EF4 166–200 267–322 

EF5 >200 >322 
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Junior / Senior High School 

 
Roof off 
classrooms 

Large Span 
Roofs 
Collapsed 
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Junior / Senior High School 
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Scale 

Wind speed 
(estimated) 

mph km/h 

EF0 65–85 105–137 

EF1 86–110 138–178 

EF2 111–135 179–218 

EF3 136–165 219–266 

EF4 166–200 267–322 

EF5 >200 >322 
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Any Questions ??? 
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What If:  
Moving the EF5 Joplin Tornado Through 

Madison 

http://www.visitmadison.com/
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