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Background –
Blackouts, or long term power outages from weather, mechanical failure or by criminal act, serve as a powerful reminder of the critical role that electricity plays in the everyday lives of people. 

Such an event in Wisconsin would be catastrophic and require cooperation and coordination between Federal, State and local resources. For Wisconsin, a severe ice or winter storm is the most likely cause for a long term power outage event, though other potential causes do exist. 

[image: image1.emf]Though such events are very infrequent, the risk of a long term power outage is very real and is one of the most significant natural disaster threats facing many of our communities. For example, the March 1976 ice storm was one of the worst natural disasters to hit Wisconsin. Ice accumulations of up to five inches were reported, and high winds of 60 mph made the situation worse. Up to 100,000 people were without power at the height of this storm.
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Most recently the February 1, 2011 storm affected as much as a third of the U.S. population, created blizzard conditions from the southern Plains to the upper Midwest, paralyzing grain and livestock operations and threatening near-record snowfall. Ice and sleet created dangerous travel conditions and forced the cancellation of thousands of flights. The National Weather Service issued storm watches, warnings and advisories in more than 30 states,
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 National Weather Service issues a Severe Winter Storm Warning for Iowa, Minnesota and Wisconsin for November 3 and 4. 

Sleet and freezing rain start falling around the state at 0300 hours on November 3. Power lines and trees begin icing up with the first electrical outages occurring between 2100 and 2300 hours. A State of Emergency is declared in many of Wisconsin counties. 
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Prolonged freezing rain and sustained, heavy winds bring down thousands of trees, hundreds of miles of power lines and telephone cables, and hundreds of distribution and transmission line structures.  The damage in Wisconsin is so severe that major rebuilding, not repairing, of the electrical grid needs to be undertaken.  In large parts of the affected area, electricity is expected to be out for 3-5 weeks.  

Due to widespread power outages, state agency office buildings are without power.

Natural gas supply to households is being maintained at distribution gateways due to backup generators, but due to impassable roadways the delivery of additional diesel fuel for these generators is at risk.  

+1 Day 

Furthermore, even if customers use natural gas or propane for water and space heating, if they do not have access to electricity their pilot lights and fans for forced air systems are not working, which means that their homes go without heat during a power outage.
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More than 1.3 million households (~3-4 million people) are essentially without electrical power. Southwestern WI is most severely hit –La Crosse, Monroe, Juneau, Adams, Vernon, Richland, Sauk, Crawford, Columbia, Grant, Iowa, LaFayette, Green, Dane counties.   AREA TBD
+2 Day 
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Travel around the state is treacherous making it difficult for truckers to haul propane. 
2 weeks have passed since the storm hit. To date, 17 people have died due to the storm.
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Larger cities and towns are up and running, but rural communities especially those in SW WI continue to be without electrical power as power lines are still being repaired.  Plus, propane supplies are running low in rural communities. 

The roads in SW WI are improving but drivers delivering fuel (petro, propane, and natural gas) are now running up against driving restrictions. 

Receive reports that some elderly people, who have been reluctant to seek emergency shelter, are on the verge of freezing in their homes.  

Farmers have been using back-up generators to milk their herds, but fuels (petroleum and propane) are starting to run low.  Farmers in Richland and Iowa Counties are asking for help. 
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During the entire ice storm episode, a refinery in Illinois slowed down production.  To compensate for the reduction, the petroleum industry rerouted fuel to WI via tanker trucks from Missouri.  
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